
 

 

The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts    

 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 

WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

Available are nursery care, large print bulletins, and an elevator. 
 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwilztaA063QAhXq1IMKHR20Bl8QjRwIBw&url=http://eastmountainapt.com/2014/11/20/happy-thanksgiving-office-closed-holiday/&psig=AFQjCNGw_f1Ww6avtwsIwVhafndswMY0wQ&ust=1479398430075300
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THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Nov 20, 2016                                                                                10:00 AM 
 

“This is a church of the Holy Spirit! Whatever your spiritual disposition - skeptic, seeker, 

follower - we welcome you and pray that you might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE “Gently Raise the Sacred Strain” by T.C. Griggs 
 

WELCOME! 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Thank and Bless God for the good land we have been given.  Praise God, who 

crowns the year with abundance & generosity. 

People:  We are most thankful for the bounty we have enjoyed.  We express our 

gratitude through our generosity with others. 

Leader:  God chooses to love us and draw us near.  God invites us to enjoy the good all around us.  

People: We are grateful for food, shelter, and family.  We express our gratitude through 

our generosity with others.  

Leader: Let us renew our vows to God in this hour.  May thanksgiving overflow in acts of 

kindness. 

All:  We are here to remember who and whose we are.  May we listen to God's word 

and live accordingly.  Amen. 
 

*OPENING HYMN #718 “Come Ye Thankful People, Come” ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Amid the blessings God has provided, we are tempted to exalt ourselves rather than thank our 

Creator.  We begin to think that we alone are responsible for our good fortune and forget to 

spread the wealth.  In prosperous times, we are less than thankful and in adversity we feel 

alienated from the Source of help.  Let us confront our own human shadow: 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, to whom all flesh can come and find acceptance, we bring our unfaithfulness, 

seeking to renew our awareness of You in every moment of every day.  We confess our 

deeds of iniquity: our forgetfulness of Your love, our unkindness to others.  Our misuse of 

the bodies, minds and lives that You have entrust to us.  Despite Your generosity, we have 

sowed sparingly for the sake of others.  O God, we need and desire Your forgiveness.  

Awaken our thankfulness as we learn to fully appreciate all You have provided and as we 

share it with others. 
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*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

God offers deliverance from the bondage of our shadow self and brings all to light.  When 

we are open to the Eternal One, we realize that God goes with us through the wastelands of 

life's calamities.  God leads us out of the wilderness to find hope and profound joy.  Accept 

the gifts God is giving you.......share God's gifts with others.  We pray all this in the Very 

Name of the One who stands among us and prays: 

 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts) 

Our Father/Mother who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Everyone may be seated) 

 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE 2 Corinthians 9:10-13 The Message 
 

This most generous God who gives seed to the farmer that becomes bread for your meals is more 

than extravagant with you. He gives you something you can then give away, which grows into 

full-formed lives, robust in God, wealthy in every way, so that you can be generous in every way, 

producing with us great praise to God. 
 

Carrying out this social relief work involves far more than helping meet the bare needs of poor 

Christians. It also produces abundant and bountiful thanksgivings to God. This relief offering is a 

prod to live at your very best, showing your gratitude to God by being openly obedient to the 

plain meaning of the Message of Christ. You show your gratitude through your generous 

offerings to your needy brothers and sisters, and really toward everyone. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR “Thank Someone” written by Amy Grant 

  performed by Elementary Sunday School, led by Heather Stillitano 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Wendy Reardon 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Paul Sangree 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Feed My Lambs” arr. Tom Fettke 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURES Psalm 46 (pew Bible page 450) 

  2 Timothy 2:20-25 (pew Bible page 967) 
 

SERMON RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

(From the series of “Gifts of The Holy Spirit”) 
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*HYMN #249 “Spirit” SPIRIT 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Our generous offerings, of time, talent, spirit and mind are a fitting response to a 

most generous God, who has provided to us, in abundance, so many blessings.  We are 

reminded that those who sow sparingly will also reap sparingly, and those who sow 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Let us be joyous givers! 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 

 

Bell Offertory “Give Thanks” arr. John F. Wilson 

 Kids Chimes & Bells, dir. by Sue Menzel and Henry Smith  

  Quoting Pachelbel’s “Canon” 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am Strong,” 

Let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us.” 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One, 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son 

 
 *DOXOLOGY (unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

For food and water, for all the blessings of the land You have given us, for family and friends 

who enrich our lives, our hearts overflow with thanksgiving to You, O God.  We have been 

sheltered and educated and empowered by Your generosity.  In Jesus Christ, we have been shown 

a way to the wholeness You intend for us.  Receive these offerings as a joyous expression of our 

gratitude.  Amen. 
 

*SENDING HYMN #717 “Let All Things Now Living” ASH GROVE 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

   Leader:  We are a community of: 

   PEOPLE:  OPEN DOORS-AND GROWING FAITH! 

 

*POSTLUDE “Solennelle” by J. Rheinberger 
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Linda Birch greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 

James McClung and Joan Truesdell are Deacons of the day. 

 

OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

There’s a lot going on today!   Join us downstairs following worship for….. 
 

 The Great Pie Sale 
 The Congregational Meeting 
 Get your tags from the Giving Tree 

 

 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR NOV 20, 2016 
 

Continued Prayers: George Frongillo, friend of the Newtons; Carol Norton (friend of Sue Menzel); Jane 

Kruse; Maciej Moskal; Ted Jaworski’s mother Gina and his sister Liz; Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 
 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THE GREAT PIE SALE! 

The Great Pie Sale is TODAY.  Please get your holiday pies from us! ($10 donation) 

This Year’s “The Great Pie Sale” proceeds will help to fund our Youth Group Mission Trip to St. Vincent. 

Also, our pies will once again be donated to The Curtis Family Thanksgiving Dinner Project. 

 
PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 
 

CALL TO A SPECIAL MEETING – TODAY 

A Special Meeting of The Congregational Church of Westborough will be held today, November 20, 2016 

immediately following worship downstairs in the church Vestry. The purpose of the meeting is as follows: 

1. To discuss and vote on a budget for 2017. 

2. To transact such other business as may regularly come before the meeting. 

David R. Smith, Church Clerk 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on 

the sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation!  
 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

Please join us this Tuesday, Nov. 22
nd

 at 7:30 PM for an interfaith Thanksgiving service at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church.  We will join with other houses of faith in Westborough in this annual service.  All are 

welcome!   

 

INTERFAITH GIVING TREE 

Attention Early Bird Shoppers!!!  The Giving Trees will be set up after Church in the Library starting 

TODAY!!!  We are hoping to provide gifts for 85 children in need this year (that’s 285 tags) .  Please be 

sure to sign out your tags and pick up your instructions and bags.  All WRAPPED gifts are due back 

before noon on Sunday December 11
th

.  If you can’t shop but would like to make a financial contribution, 

please see one of the Missions Committee members or contact Kathy Reynolds 

(kreynolds118@comcast.net or 774-262-4326 or Megan Huber at meganhuber@aol.com  

(508)212-8297.  Thank you!!! 

 

CHANGE IN PRAYER TIME! 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon or Pastor. Thanks! 

 

46
th

 ANNUAL WESTBOROUGH COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER 

The 46
th

 Westborough Thanksgiving Day dinner will begin at 1:00 pm (Thanksgiving Day) at the Knights 

of Columbus Hall in Westborough.  All are warmly welcome to this free community event; free 

transportation is available!  To make your reservation or schedule a ride, please call: 508-366-3000.  

Last year, over 100 individuals and families volunteered their time to make the event successful.  We need 

volunteers to serve (11:45 am to 2:30 pm) and clean-up (1:30 pm to 3:00 pm) on Thanksgiving Day.  

Please contact Joe or Annie Pucciarelli for info – 508-366-2852 or Thanksgiving01581@gmail.com.  

Please call today and make your reservation – or to volunteer – this event is a grand Westborough tradition! 

 

61
st
 EVERGREEN FAIR – DEC. 3

RD
 9AM-3PM (new hours) 

Grandma’s Attic & Elite Attic – Please donate your white elephant items to the Christmas Fair.  See Nancy 

Gage.  We are looking for jewelry in good condition to sell at our jewelry table.  CLEAN OUT YOUR 

JEWELRY BOXES!!  Please leave your donations in the box in the library until November 27
th

.  For nicer 

items and antiques, etc., call Elaine Moore or Celeste Chenet-Monte. 
 

Santa’s Workshop – Please donate new/like-new items that children can buy for Christmas gifts for their 

families, friends and pets. Some examples are leftover Halloween candy, toys and household items. We 

especially need items for dads, brothers and grandfathers (auto items, tools, etc). Please put your donations 

in the collection box in the library. Thank you! 
 

Bakers needed - Please sign up to bake for the Christmas fair on the sheet downstairs, starting TODAY! 

Bring your baked goods late Friday evening or early Saturday morning.  If you make cookies it would be 

helpful to the bakery table if cookie makers package two or three depending on cookie size in bags. 

mailto:kreynolds118@comcast.net
mailto:meganhuber@aol.com
mailto:Thanksgiving01581@gmail.com
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Cookies sell best in small packages. Breads, cakes, loaf cakes, etc. sell well, as do fruit pies.  Fudge is 

always a good seller and we will cut it to size Friday night. If something you make has been overlooked in 

this list, bring it in, it is certain to sell! This is one of the favorite tables at the Fair!   
 

Help Unloading Greens - On Sun, Nov. 27th right after church.
.. 
The wreaths arrive and need to be 

unloaded, sprayed and put in the cellar.  Much help is also needed to bring supplies down from the attic.  

Starting at NOON, any and all help will be greatly appreciated. 

 

NEW TO THE CHURCH? 

Join us for an informal get together on Sunday, Dec. 11
th

 at 11:15 in the Chapel downstairs.  Kids are 

welcome!  Nursery care is provided for those who need it.  See you there! 

 
A CELTIC HARP CONCERT – DEC 15

TH
  

Save the date! Dec. 15
th

 at 7 PM in the Chapel.  All are welcome! Bring a friend, neighbor, loved ones, 

family members and journey back in time:  A Celtic Cristmas: Music and stories from Ireland, Scotland 

and the Isle of Man. Performed by Thom Dutton the Troubadour Harper.  

 
DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, Dec.1
st
. 

 

Donations of Stop and Shop cards are greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  

Thank you. 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 
JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton  508-410-9000 
 

GROCERY CARDS  

        2016 Goal:  $10,000               2016    YTD Sales:  $7,259.25 

Welcome Here! Join us in fulfilling our commitment to our Church's operation budget for 2016. We will 

need our faithful supporters as well as many new ones to accomplish this goal. How does it work? We 

purchase grocery gift cards in bulk at a discounted rate. We then sell the cards to you at face value. It's 

easy. Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will 

deliver them to you. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 

774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
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   CALENDAR     NOV. 20th - NOV. 27th
                

 

 

Nov 20 Thanksgiving Sunday  

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:15 AM Congregational Meeting 

11:30 AM Kid’s Chimes and Bells 

5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Nov 21 Monday  

6:30 PM BSA Pack/Vestry 

7:00 PM Mission Committee/Kerygma 

Room 

7:00 PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM  AA/Nursery 
 

Nov 22  Tuesday  

10:30 AM Kindred Healthcare 

1:00-8:30 PM Blood Drive 

7:30 PM Interfaith Service/Lutheran 

Church 
 

Nov 23 Wednesday- Evangel 

deadline 

9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers  

7:00 PM Choir rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

 

 

 

 

Nov 24  Thursday 
 

 
 
Nov 25  Friday – office closed 
 

Nov 26 Saturday – BSA Church 

Work Day 
 

Nov 27 Sunday – Advent 1(Pastor 

Paul preaching) 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
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